Psalm 57:1-3

Have mercy on me, my God, have mercy on me, for in you | take refuge. | will take refuge in the
shadow of your wings until the disaster has passed. 2| cry out to God Most High, to God, who
vindicates me. 3 He sends from heaven and saves me, rebuking those who hotly pursue me; God
sends forth his love and his faithfulness.

Romans 8:26-39

% |n the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for,
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 2’ And he who searches our

hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with
the will of God. 22 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, have
been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and

sisters. *° And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he
justified, he also glorified. ¥ What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for

us, who can be against us? ** He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will
he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? * Who will bring any charge against those
whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. ** Who then is the one who condemns? No one.
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also
interceding for us. ** Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? *® As it is written: “For your sake we face
death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”!®’ No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For | am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons,“neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, ¥ neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

John 9:1-38

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said

Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. * As long as it is

day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. *> While |
am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ® After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some
mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. ” “Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word
means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. & His neighbors and those
who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and

beg?” ® Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted,
“| am the man.” '® “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. "' He replied, “The man they call
Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So | went and
washed, and then | could see.” '? “Where is this man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said.

3 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. " Now the day on which Jesus had
made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. '° Therefore the Pharisees also asked
him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and | washed, and
now | see.” '® Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. '” Then
they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”
The man replied, “He is a prophet.” " They still did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. 1% 4|5 this your son?” they asked. “Is this the
one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” 2° “We know he is our son,” the
parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 2! But how he can see now, or who opened his
eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this



because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who
acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. ?* That was why his
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” * A second time they summoned the man who had been blind.
“Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” %5 He replied,
“Whether he is a sinner or not, | don’t know. One thing | do know. | was blind but now | see! 2 Then
they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 2" He answered, “| have told
you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his
disciples too?” 28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are
disciples of Moses! 2° We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know
where he comes from.” ® The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he
comes from, yet he opened my eyes. *' We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to
the godly person who does his will. ** Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born
blind. * If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 3 To this they replied, “You were
steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out. * Jesus heard that they
had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” ¢ “Who is
he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that | may believe in him.” ¥ Jesus said, “You have now seen
him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 3 Then the man said, “Lord, | believe,” and he
worshiped him.



